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Criticism
of the
Reforms:

(1)

Separate
Electorate
for
Muslims

Partial
approval
of Morley's
scheme

a conviction has gained ground in the minds of all
thoughtful men that the Provinces will have no change
of coming abreast even of Bombay and Madras until
they have a Government similar to that of those
Provinces, so that there may be a reasonable continuity
of policy in the administration and the proposals of
the Provincial Government may receive greater consi-
deration than they do at present from the Government
of India and the Secretary of State.......
We all remember that Lord Morley had put for-
ward a most carefully considered  scheme of propor-
tional representation on the basis of population.   We
therefore regretted to find that in the debate which
took place on the Bill, his Lordship accepted the view
that the Mahomeclan community was entitled, on the
ground of the political importance which it claimed,
to a larger representation than would be justified by
its proportion to the total population.    His Lordship
was pleased,  however, to  indicate  the extent of the
larger representation which he was prepared to ensure
to the Mahomedans after taking into  account even
their   alleged   political  importance;   and  though  the
educated non-Moslem public generally, and many far-
seeing  men  among  our  Mahomedan   fellow-subjects
also, were, and still are opposed to any representation
in the Legislatures of  the   country   on the basis of
religion, yet   there   were   several  amongst  us  who
recognised the difficulty that had been created by Lord
Minto's reply to the Mahomedan deputation at Simla,
and were prepared not to demur to the larger represen-
tation  of  Mahomedans  to  the  extent  suggested by
Lord  Morley.    We  were  prepared  to  agree  that a
certain amount of representation should be granted to
them; that they should try to secure it through the
general electorates, and that if they failed to obtain
the  number of  representatives fixed for them, they
should be allowed to make up the number by election
by   special  Mahomedan   electorates  formed   for   the
purpose.   The Regulations which have been published,
however, not only provide that they  shall elect the
number of representatives  which has been fixed for